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the Theodosian Code, made by order of Alaric, regulated dis-
putes among the Romans; and the national customs, which
Etiric caused to be reduced to writing, determined those
among the Visigoths.1

The pride of the conquerors was sufficiently gratified
by the privilege which they enjoyed, like the posterity
of Mahomet, of carrying their laws with them wherever
they went, whereas the laws of the provinces re-
maine^ local and territorial. The two systems were
left to compete with each other, and the result of
the competition was not doubtful. The Barbarians
themselves, gradually changing their habits from
those of warlike and predatory tribes to those of peace-
ful and industrious citizens, would soon find that their
rude laws contained no rules applicable to their
changed condition, while the Roman law of the pro-
vinces, penetrated by the spirit of a jurisprudence built
up by a thousand years of civilisation, embraced pro-
visions which would justly regulate every transaction
of life. It was inevitable that in these subjugated
countries the original inhabitants, while receiving
from their conquerors a new infusion of independent
and martial feeling, would in their turn subdue the
ferocity of their masters, and allure them into the
peaceful paths of industrial advancement. As. this
change progressed, the rude codes of the Barbarians
would silently sink into desuetude and the cultivated
jurisprudence of Rome re-assert its supremacy.

This cursory review of the circumstances attending
the promulgation of the Barbarian Codes enables us
.to perceive the purpose of this employment of

1 Montesquieu, Esprit des Lois, vol. ii., book xxviii., ch. iv.